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{{jsSidebar("lavaScript Guide")}} {{PreviousNext("Web/]avaScript/Guide/Introduction”,
"Web/lavaScript/Guide/Control_flow_and_error_handling")}}

This chapter discusses JavaScript's basic grammar, variable
declarations, data types and literals.

Basics
|avaScript borrows most of its syntax from Java, but is also influenced by Awlk, Perl and Python.

|avaScript is case-sensitive and uses the Unicode character set.

In JavaScript, instructions are called {{Glossary("Statement”, "statements")}} and are separated by a
semicolon (). Spaces, tabs and newline characters are called whitespace. The source text of JavaScript
scripts gets scanned from left to right and is converted into a sequence of input elementswhich are

tokens, control characters, line terminators, comments or whitespace. ECMAScript also defines
certain keywords and literals and has rules for automatic insertion of semicolons (A51) to end

statements. However, it is recommended to always add semicolons to end your statements; it will

avoid side effects. For more information, see the detailed reference about JavaScript's lexical
Erammar.

C omments

The syntax of comments isthe same asin C++ and in many other languages:
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{{jsSidebar("|avaScript Guide")}} {{PreviousMext("Web/|avaScript/Guide/lntroduction”,
"Web/avaScript/Guide/Control_flow_and_error_handling")}}
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